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Making Tennessee a Better 

Place to Live, Work and Play

TN Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Montgomery Bell State Park

Oct. 26, 2016

Shari Meghreblian, Deputy Commissioner, Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation

Our Mission

TDEC exists to enhance the quality of life for the 

citizens of Tennessee and be stewards of our natural 

environment

ïSafeguard the health and safety of Tennessee citizens 

from environmental hazards

ïProtect and improve the quality of Tennessee’s land, air 

and water

ïManage the Tennessee State Park System

Core Beliefs

ÅEconomic growth and environmental protection are not 

mutually exclusive.

ÅPollution prevention practices –particularly elimination of 

waste –save money.

ÅCommitted to protecting environment and supporting 

regulatory community.

ÅCommitted to working with stakeholders in a customer-

friendly way to achieve compliance.
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Environment and Conservation

Ç Department created in 1991 to protect and improve the quality of our 

state’s land, air, water and recreation resources. 

Ç Manages 56 State Parks and 85 State Natural Areas for the benefit 

of Tennessee, its citizens and visitors. Bureau of Conservation

Ç Administers a variety of programs to safeguard human health and the 

environment while ensuring our natural resources meet healthful, 

regulatory standards. Bureau of Environment

TDEC Organization Chart

TDEC Brings Resources

ÅTennessee State Parks
- Tourist Development
- Economic Impact 
- Diverse Outdoor Recreation Opportunities

ÅGrants
ÅOutreach, Assistance and Recognition
ÅRegulatory Expertise

- Permitting Guidance and Execution
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Supporting Outdoor Recreation and 

Rural Economic Development 

Fun and Adventure, Naturally !

56 Tennessee State Parks
Ç 210,000 acres 
Ç More than 30 million visits annually
Ç $725 million in direct annual economic impact 
Ç Supporting ~12,000 jobs across Tennessee

…on the Web at www.tnstateparks.com

Since 2012:
Å Cummins Falls
Å Seven Islands 
Å Rocky Fork

Grants and Assistance

State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loans for Drinking Water and 
Wastewater Infrastructure

Solid Waste Assistance

EPA Brownfield Grants

Recreation Grants
Å Local Park & Recreation Fund
Å Recreation Trails Program

TN Clean Energy Grants

Assisting 370 Communities with Critical 

Infrastructure

State Revolving Fund loans for drinking water and wastewater infrastructure projects

* $228M for Drinking Water SRF   * $1.36B for Clean Water SRF   * 370 Communities Aided

http://tnstateparks.com/
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More than 50 Million Tons of Solid Waste    

Recycled or Diverted from TN Landfills 

since 1991

Grant categories:

Å Convenience Center

Å Education 

Å Hub and Spoke

Å Old Closed Landfills

Å Tire Recycling and Cleanup

Å Permanent Household Hazardous Waste

Å Recycling Equipment

Å Recycling Rebate

Å Technical Assistance

Å Used Oil

Å Planning Grant

4,647 Solid Waste & Materials Management grants totaling more than 

$154 million awarded since 1991

Brownfield redevelopment puts 

contaminated property back to beneficial 

use

CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅ

Baptist is giving way for Riverfront in Knoxville

Jackson Kayak brings jobs to Sparta

Who is Your Regional Director for 

External Affairs?



11/1/2016

5

Environmental Field Offices

Å 8 Environmental Field Offices (EFO) are the starting point for any environmental question, 

concern or complaint from citizens. 

ÅDepartment’s toll free number is 1-888-891-TDEC (8332) 

Å On the Web at www.tn.gov/environment

Å Public may also submit questions to ask.tdec@tn.gov

Priority: Online Services

ÅAccess Information Online
o Guidance

o Division Databases, e.g. Dataviewers

ÅDoing Business Online
o Park Reservations, e.g. inn, cabin, campsite and tee-time

o Permit Applications & Renewals

o Payments

o Training

o Online Services Portal

Bureau of Environment

¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ
• Air Resources

–Air Pollution Control

–Radiological Health

• Water Resources

–Public Drinking Water

–Ground Water / Surface Water

–Water Supply

• Land Resources

–Solid and Hazardous Waste

–Remediation: Superfund / “Brownfields”

–Underground Storage Tanks

http://www.tn.gov/environment
mailto:ask.tdec@tn.gov
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Today’s Challenges

ÅEnvironmental Quality 

ïReal progress, but higher standards.

ÅFocus on solutions, not politics

ïRaise total compliance.

ïReduce cost to government. 

ïReduce cost to regulated community

ïSmart regulation.

How We’re Making a 

Difference for TN

Tennessee: Growing State with 

Cleaner Air
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Downward Trends

Lowest UST cleanup inventory since 

1989

Land Reclamation: Copper Basin 

region

Davis Mill/Intertrade area

McPherson Mine 

area

Before Before

After After

In 2014, water 
flowed untreated 
to North Potato 
Creek for the first 
time in more 
than four 
decades
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Tennessee Diversity: Geology & 

Landforms

Water: Tennessee’s Advantage

ÅMore than 60,000 miles of rivers and streams 

ÅMore than 500,000 acres of lakes

Å55 distinct watersheds

o Provides drinking water 

o Offers recreational enjoyment

o Irrigates agriculture 

o Meets industry needs

o Supports habitat for the most biodiverse freshwater aquatic system in the U.S. 

Tennessee Diversity: Aquatic Species

Tennessee is rich in

Aquatic Biodiversity

Source: The Nature Conservancy Biodiversity Index

Mussels from the Duck  River near 

Columbia

The Duck River was featured in the 

February 2010 issue of National 

Geographicas one of the most 

biologically diverse places on the 

planet. 
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Water Resources Workload

Conducting Inspections

o Construction Storm Water

o Mining

o ARAP

o Industrial

o Municipal

o CAFO

o Pre-mining

Å Collecting water quality data at 
monitoring sites

Å Completing special stream 
survey reports

Å Responding to assistance 
requests 

Å Investigating complaints

Å Making stream determinations 

Å Conducting site approval 
investigations 

Å Investigating spills and fish 
kills

Tennessee’s 55 Watersheds

Watershed Management Cycle
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Tennessee Healthy Watershed 

Initiative

Creek Restoration Wetlands Restoration Riparian Restoration

Near Term Focus – CY 2017

Focus: Four (4) Objectives in Calendar Year 2017

Objective 1: Online Permitting/Registrations
Goal: Provide the ability to process 31,996 permits/registrations online 
by close of CY 2017

Objective 2: Mobile Inspections
Goal: Provide the ability to perform 8306 inspections via mobile tablets 
by close of CY 2017

Objective 3: Electronic Forms Completion and Delivery
Goal: Make 50% of TDEC’s top-priority forms fillable and deliverable 
electronically

Objective 4: Digitization of Paper
Goal: Reduce total paper document storage to 9,300 cubic feet by June 
2018

Created in 1991, still going strong 

in 2016

And having  fun while we do it!

Gov. McWherterreceives Tennessee State Parks hat from first 

TDEC Commissioner J.W. Luna
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Lucky to have Support from the Very 

Top

Gov. Haslam has been a champion for TDEC and our employees, from environmental protection to state 
parks to our premier awards programs recognizing outstanding environmental stewardship.

Committed to our Mission

ÅImprove Quality of Tennessee’s Environment     

o Air

o Water

o Waste

o Protect Land & Natural Resources

ÅPromote “Environmentally Friendly” Practices

o Energy:  Efficiency, Conservation, and Renewables

o Sustainable Practices: Local & State; Public & Private

What Questions Do You Have for TDEC?

Contact:

Shari Meghreblian, Ph.D.

Deputy Commissioner, Bureau of Environment

Shari.Meghreblian@tn.gov

(615) 532-0102


